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lictator Scrapes Up Force of

2,500 Men From Streets of

Capital to Rescue Garrison

at Torreon.

:cderals There. Face Certain

Defeat, But They Refuse to

Surrender to Villa, Who

Controls Situation.

"EXICO CITY. March IS. General
H erta took desperate means in his
endeavors to save Torreon from the
rebels today, when he started 2,500
.( iscrlpted soldiers from the city.
Tl men were picked up on the streets
of the capital, pressed into service.
fi' ed with arms and uniforms, and!

riedly placed aboard trains. They
lfft for Torreon early today.

'''he dictator has been notified that
h s troops are staving off surrender

lip Torreon, although the rebels ar
lir control of three-quarte- rs of the
Id v.

' Is believed heie the rebels plan
ned in advance simultaneous battles,
b ginning March 2... Although various
claims of victory are made by the
government, other reports indicate
thit the Carranzista campaign has
)?en mest successful.

A battle, starting at midnight, is
inc at Tampico today. This Is the

reixth conflict pressed by the rebels
since the attack on Torreon began. It
is estimated that In the last three
days 1,000 men haveVbceri killed on
'ach bidr. This estimate docs not
linrlufle Torreon, where the losses are

yet unknown.

ead and Dying Strew
The Streets of Torreon

WMFZ EALACIO, Durango. Mexico,
Vpjch 3. Although fully three-quarte- rs

the city is already In control of Gen,
F encisco Villa's constitutionalist army.
a 'd the outcome is no longer in doubt,
T rreon has not yet surrendered.

!and-to-har- .d fighting of the most
rWperate character lias been in pros
it In the streets all night, but at
a early hour today Gen. Refugio Ve- -
1. the gallant commander of the
f era! forces, has not abandoned hope

had not ceased to fight. lie told
men that he will never abandon the

mghold intrusted to his care until
t last man of his garrison Is gone
r t liis own Ufa has been forfeited.

esplte this display of spirit, the
f ftltutlonallst forces are so over- -

iming in numbers and In equipment
at it Is believed the Anal crushing

I or General Villa's Torreon cam-- I
gn cannot be delayed longer tl an

i on toda-- .

Delayed Final Assault.
Ilia delayed his final assault late Fri- -

ri afternoon, from the north after ra-

ff irg a report from Gen. Maclovios
1 Tera, commanding the troop., to the

tward, tliat he had beaten down the
I rzl defense at that point, pierced
I r lines, and fought his way into the
I bull ring in South Torreon.

""his was the signal for Villa, and
1 immediately ordered his trojps, who
r i been resting all day in preparation
f the battle to begin the attack. The
r el artillery fire, which had continued
u h brief Intermissions all night was
I reased. Villa's troops advanced at
I double quick and poured a galling
r into me aereuaers at tne same time.

rlie resistance of the federals at the
i hern outbKlrts was weaker than had

Ir anticipated, and Villa was able to
into Torreon proper without diffl- -

Fired From Housetops
arther in. however, the federals had
own up numerous barricades, ns&rly
'ry thoroughfaie having been bul- -

From behind these and from
s of the houses the federal riflemen
t i.core3 of attackers before they
e themselves compelled to retreat to
er barricades or other housetops.
P to this hour the defenders have
ceded in preventing the rebels tak- -

tho Plaza Principal.
. they approached the center of the

the rebe's found that Vclasco ha-- i

Jnted various machine guns on
ieetops. lOPimand'ng all ncarbv
eets. These v. arc. worked with riparllv
retlveness. making It Impossible for
lawmen to proceed ispldly. In so-n- o

ions, the rebels were forced to cut
" r way through the walls of adobe
uses for distances of several b'ocka
order to get behind federal barri-'c- s

uring last night the fighting was at
'h close quarters that General Villa

as compelled to ston his nrtllli.rv fire
1 ausc of the dancer to hlH nwn men.

jen. Ricardo Pena. who commanded
l - extreme federal outposts which at- -
1 Keu r.SCalOn fen f1av- - atrrt ."as rl.lna rebel soldier In tho ntreei v.x
i Lionel Reyna, of the Federals. General
J' duardo Carranza and General Alman-n- .

two of Velasco's principal Ilfuten-rnt- s.

have been mortally wounded
Jeneral Villa savs he hus mat nn

""icers of note, although Gen. Trlindad
1 - n? I fniaa - ... - J I

J wounaea aurinirn!rt?i .i. v?fi. .,.m uawV Ilia HMIl CCilUj - the Gomez Palacia and Torreon ram
1 algna so far at SSO. an.t the rdmirjd tX acre than ML

.-- jy ,Art ,4,

FIGHT ON TOLLS
LIKE A CIRCUS

"Joe" Sinnott, doorkeeper of

the House, opined today that

the tolls fight was more like

a circus to some folks than

a serious legislative debate.

The reason for his sarcastic

reflections was the discovery

that the women who invaded

the galleries and the ttiea.,

too brought their lunches, as

if it was a picnic, scattered

peanut shucks on the floor

and left some "pop" bottles

promiscuously distributed.

INSISTS

I WILSON

Republican From California

Criticises Wilson for Stand

on Tolls Repeal.

"I question. If in the history of the
world, there is afforded another exam-
ple of as brilliant diplomacy as that
displayed by tho secretary of state for
foreign affairs of Great Britain. On
the door of the American Congress I
salute Sir Edward Grey and acknowl-
edge him to be the keenest diplomat
of the age."

Congressman Joseph R. Know land of
California, Republican member of the
Interstate Commerce Committee, which
reported the tolls repeal bill, opposed
the repeal bill In the House today with
the declaration that it represented a
surrender to England and that British
diplomacy had triumphed over the
American brand.

Calls Speech Ambiguous.
Mr. Knowland took a potshot at Sec

retary Bryan. Referring to the Presi-
dent's special message urging repeal.
the California member said that "Ilk,
the oracle of Delphi, the language of
th's remarkable message has been in
terpreted a hundred ways to sult the
necessities of the occasion in converting
dcubtful members." picturing' the read-
ing otHh mecsage bythe EretldenU
ne continued:

"In the diplomatic gallery on that day
sat the Secretary of State. Perhaps ho
understood. At least be approved; for,
bowing and smiling, he applauded Ms
chief as he urged an abandonment of
the American position Ik favor of the
Knglish contention. Han there ever
been another such spectacle In Ameri-
can history?"

Mr. Knowland then quoted Mr.
Bryan's platform utterances regard-
ing the sacredness of the party nlat-for-

recalling that the Democracy,
with the approval of Mr. Bryan, is
now about to violate the free tolls
plank of the Baltimore platform.

Recalls Britisher's Visit
Congressman Knowland said it was

slgnlficent that Sir Edward Tyrrell,
secretary to Sir Edward Grey, had
pair three visits to the White House,
one of these visits being on a Sun-
day and the other on Thanksgiving
Dav. He also referred to the visit
to this country of Hon. Phirlcy Benn,
member of parliament, adding:

"Hon. Shirley Benn. after his return
to London, declared at the Mansion
House peace centenary meeting and I
hae In my possession positive proof of
his statements that he had seen the
President, and there was not the slight
est doubt that the peace appropriation
and tolls repeal would be put through
the Senate and House, 'as the President
had pledged himself to carry out these
proposals to the satisfaction of the
British government.'

"Keep In mind." continued Mr. Know-lan- d,

"this was before the President
had taken tne American people into his
confidence. It is unfortunatelv signi
ficant also that the day of the visit of i

Sir Uonel Garden to the White House,
announcement should be made f the
President's intention to scud lo Con-
gress a message urging the repeal, al-
though we are told that the tolls ques-
tion was not discussed.

Says Wilson Erred.
"That myytery surrounds all thef ne-

gotiations and private Interviews is the
fault of no une but the Chief Eccuti;
because of his lack of franknPSE. Is
the Panama ''anal tha price for th"
elimination of Hucrta?"

Asserting that h entertained a high
regard for the Frrsld'-P- t ami Ills hon-
esty of pun-ose- . Mr. Knowland added:

'llnwevur, 1IK- - all memborn of n

family. In- - i. apt to err. In this
instance .in apparent error in Julgnient
in handling th- - Mexican situation has
necessitated the latfst move, at least,
his message so hints. Tlif moat rluri-tabl- e

thing say is that h-- i has been
Imposed upon. '

Stone Returns to the
Senate on Crutches

Senator Stoiir of Misaowii. aft-- i
long Illness todaj. app. Bred on the floor.. ....
of wic senate toi tne nrsl time in
manv weeks. He entered 'he rhamaer
on crutchts. and carefullv stowed them
away behind his desk f(e was itarmly
greeted by both Republican nnd Demo-
cratic colleagues.

IN CONGRESS TQDAY.

SENATE.
Met at noon.
Canal tolls discussion opens soon alter

leginnlng of session. Prof. Johmon'.i
report cited bv Senator Hoke Smitn
and assailed by Senator Bristow.

Senate recesses for ten minutes to en-
able Senators Reed and Gronna to
talk.

HOUSE.
MAf at rtnrtii.
nesumed debate Pn Panama tolls re

peal bill.
Public Land Committee continued con-

sideration of coal land lease bill.

TOLLS DEBATE IS

RENEW ED IN HOUSE

WITH LESS FEELING

Crowds in Galleries Seemingly

iDsappointed by Orderly

Opening of Long Fight.

CLARK TO TAKE FLOOR

AGAINST REPEAL TUESDAY

Harrison, Mississippi Democrat,

Fires First Broadside at Wi-

lson Measure.

With interest somewhat diminished
after the spectacular skirmish ami
Initial victory of the Administration
forces yesterday the House today
settled down to debate the Panama
tolls repeal bill. Seventeen hours of
discussion are yet to come, and the
next display of oratorical fireworks
is expected next Tuesday. when
Spcakre Champ Clark takes the floor
against the Wilson proposal

The attendance upon the floor to-

day was not as representative as
that of yesterday, when practically
tveiy member in Washington remain-
ed throughout a stirring afternoon.
The galleries, however, were again
crowded by noon. Spectators were
rather disappointed when the debate
opened 'ip in orderly fashion, each
side taking turns in sending an ora-

tor to the front.
Harrison Opens Fire.

Congressman Harrison of Mississippi
In whose district the President spent the
Christmas holidays, fired the first broad-
side against repeal this afternoon. After
a long study of the subject Mr. Harri-
son recently reached the decision that
he must oppose the President, as deeply
as he regretted to do so.

Congressman Stevens, ranking Repub-
lican on tho Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee, followed In a. speech defending
the repeal bill, and demonstrating that
tha --House issue (is not one of parties.
Mrw Knowland of aUfornla.Tytia-.li- a.

5luiiDO(71l uppuseu uie rcpcw luupesai
all along, delivered a fiery attack upon
the Administration's position, paying
tribute to English diplomacy and taking
a slap at Secretary Bryan. Mr. Know-lan- d

indicated he Is convinced that the
British diplomats have "put one over"
in the present controversy.

Congressman MaJdeii of Illinois f.i
another Republican lined up with the
President. He favored repeal en
economic grounds.

During the nfternon a dozen or more
speakers will be heard for and against
the repeal measure. The discussion,
however, is lacking in the outward bit-
terness which marked the debates yes-
terday, although I'tiJiirncalh there is
still considerable feel'ng.

Await Clark's Speech.
Now that the pcecli of Mr. Under-

wood is out of tli way, the anti-repe- al

forces are looking forward especially
to the arguments which are expected
from Speaker Clark and Chairman Fitz-
gerald of the Hou:e Appropriations
Committee.

Speaker f'lark. whose statement
as.'" ins t the lule caused a rumpus and
accentuated tho split in the Democratic
paity over the tolls controversy, has de-
cided tc make a speech against the re-
peal bi'i He will take the floor Tues-
day, according to present plans, and

(Continued on Second Page.)
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AGREE TO TERNS

Twelve Ready to Accept Three-Fourt- hs

Principal and Cases
Will Be Dropped.

Through an agreement between coun-
sel representing tuol . lo.in rompanlcs
and tho CVrporation roundel's office, a
number of prose utlons for alleged u

it the loan shark" law have
been abandoned. Following .i ronfei-enc- o

belwecli Commissioner Siddons,
Roger J. Vhlteford, Assistant Corpora-
tion Counsel, an J nn attorney for the
loan companies yesterd'iv, it was an-

nounced that twelve companies had
agreed to the terms ofen-- by trio
prosecuting officers.

The impn)inl"--- was rearlvd lute
afU'i-iioo- Inder the agrruiiiciit

.,,,.,ucin:uom .n 1..0... ....l, p.i,
.. ",lc "' V" 'n.",,"Z . i, " . '.,
" wsioii-- i "!"" .J 'n'tt o ii?,

of i line of JC") and a j.ill
I,enie-ic-- e lor in- - nuimsirr. hum -

lO.il C J1 IO ,,v ,iin the Ull- -
derttanding that .11 the eent of a third
offenre it will bsiu ne operative Willi
.111 additional penall

The companica .is roe also to Tecept In ,

full pament of all loans made slucn!
March C. 1913, three-fourth- s of the prln
cipal. In the event a case, now pend-
ing in the Supreme Court to test the
constitutionality of the "loan hark"
rxt. is deride! In faor of the coin-panic- s,

it is agreed that they may col-
lect the remaining one-fourt- h of the
debt with Interest.

Opportunity to accept this rmnpro-rnls- c.

Mr. Whlteford said today, will
be offered to all tw nty-si- x defendant
loan comp.inlc J.. It Is his belief, lie
said, that it will be accepted.

Prosecution will lw entered against
one company because of a circular In-
ter went to It" clients rillfrlsing that
provision of tile law providing for a
shttlerient on a f basis,
and rharacterlzing thore who took ad-
vantage

01
of It as "pikers." Thi3 roin-pan- v.

It was said, will not be offered
a compromise.

FH IT iLh'HUL

CITY; FACTORIES

FORCED TO CLOSE

Dykes Built to Protect Gas,

Water, and Light Plants in

Binghamton.

$500,000 DAMAGE AND

TWO LIVES ALREADY LOST

Susquehanna and Chenango

Rivers Rising Families

Move to Upper Floors.

BINGHAMTON. March
today faced the worst flood

since 1S65.

AVith a half million dollars damage al-

ready done, two lives lost, and th; Sus.
quehanna and Chenango rivers rising at
a rato of two inches an hour, gangs of
men were building dykes to prevent the
flooding of the gas, electric light, and
water plants of the city.

Rain was falling steadily today. The
rivers were at a twenty-fo- ot t1age at
noon, but one foot below the record of
ISO- -. Many portions of the elf arc in-

undated and hundreds of families have
moved to the second floors ot their
homer.

Factories Forced To Clos.
Municipal ferries have been put in

operation in the low lying sections of
the city.

Many manufacturing plants were
forced to close down today because of
high waters, and hundreds were thrown
out of work. Fire department engines
were pressed into service to pump water
from the basement of the big department
stores.

ALBANY. N. Y., March
flcods today threaten nearly a score of
cities and towns of New York and
Pennsylvania. Lowlands are flooded
nr.. wltn A ataf1v m.n rail nrna,9.
tlons arc being made to meet serious !

renditions. Tne susquenanna river,
which is out of Its banks at Bingham-
ton, has also reached the flood'stagp In
Pennsylvania. Serious damage is threat
ened at Wllkcsbarre.

r ""i nfe --Hudson " river" Is steadily rising"
at Albany. Many ramllitt. have moved
frcm their hemes in Rcnssealer across
thu river. At Troy, merchants In the
lowlands are removing their goods to
higher ground.

The Mohawk river is out of Its banks
at Schenectady and a span of the Kex- -
ford toll bridge was washed away. In
the vicinity of Elniira the hemuiig
river and all smaller streams are out
of their banks.

Heavy rains during the past two
days, following the melting of the deep
snow throughout the State, havecaurcd
all streams to approach the flood stage.

Torrents in Tonawanda
Creek Imperil Bridges

BUFFALO. March 2S. Flood condi-
tions In various parts of western New-Yor-

continued reriouti today following
two days of heavy rain. Rowpoats are
being used in the streets of Painted
Post. Stcuhen county. Heavy damage
ha been done between Pendleton. Nia-
gara countj . and Tonawanda. and at
Batavia, Lockport. Corning,, and Olean.
'Rain continued to fall at intervals to-

day.
The jam of ice in Tonawanda creek at

Pendleton went out Inst night nnd gave
relief, although the torrents of water
continue to pour down from the terri-to- r

between Pendleton nnd Linden
Hills. Cabls wer attached to the
bridges to save them.

The railroad bridge at lVllibone. Gen-
esee countj. on the Krie's Attica branch,
was washed out. and Kri trains wntout over the I'cntral tracks In Alex-fiid- er

house? are completely surround
ed by water.

count NEEDS

150 OR
f

CLEANUP

Expects Citizens' Associations
to Do Their Part by Remov-

ing Refuge in Sections.

Annoimi pmeiit was made 1mM b th
de.ii fll tonuiiitt' ' that no imrt of
Its geueiiil fund ill be fi n, inft
romoal of rfuo. This v irK uill t

It'll to tl.e uiiou.s .iilycri.H' ;..Mn. ntionjt
participating In the tu.iln. Mih ona of

juliUii will lie lielii icvioiimIiI, tir thfworn in tne term-tr- ; nurrnl liv il,
mg.llliZJltiOll. The HSSO-l- .lt ioll wll not
"' nhK,Ml '" tontnlnilr. to the fiu. bu

i,e rnllllleil mioii rni Hi romov.ilan lefu-- e in theii seetinui-- .

Tin- - eli-.i- .. neK J1.V
the irrenlor n.lrl fif i lil'i will a.
ponded in th. dlrlrilnitlon of
raids mid rijvii'.irs ro'itniiiing suci;-- s-

lions for sanltan unprovenn ut--- . Con- -
trlliiitiiniM should be sent to Mir. Charl- -

tin M. ("lark, rliaii 111:111 of the financial
roiiimitlr,'. .5.--

1, Uanler ttrcet noith
we.-t- .

The nit meeting of the committee
will be held in the Olstii.t building on
April 7 Inst, nil of April n

Bill for Promorto of
Major Amiss Xs Defeated
Senator Chamberlain, of the Military

Committer, today made an ;idoin,. itport on the lull of Senator Sliemiaulauthorizing the appointment of Major
Cetirgc A. rmes. I". S A . letireil. to
Ihe rank and grade of hrlgadioi gen-
eral fin the retiiiil lift without increasepay.

The report wa.s adopted and Ihe bill
wan inrieniiitel postponed, and th us I

Ulica

WHY TAKE
,:tf?25&k. .". ' t ".. rf"sj.'... ? '

ANY RISK OF
' ''''.

" J''.f..' :j'.-.,wi.-- '. .. r. ..Vf-,- -.-

ANY KIND
.."J. I - a. .fr ,KV C'.- - IV- -, mJI . Tk.l1ta&TVuAm ' .

mx."- h is 'isiiiv..a-3rTrb9ft- . .'.'.'-'v- .; it.- - '"tj ,..i.jvm1 ammmmtmmm -

NTSl--- -, . i ."xTBaHaBSr --1 W
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rNts --Itm Dr. Kimball Tecomraends that District purchase the tiact adjoinins the Brent School, antT'lear 'do'a.

the ramshackle"! rame buildings within ten feet of the' school walls. " '

Dr. Kimball "There is a slight risk here to District property, but the children are in no danger."
Snowden Ashford "I agree Dr. Kimball that there is a property risk, but-ther- e is no danger to lives of pupils."

Adventures of a Modern
Robinson Crusoe

Will tell of his adventures in The Times Sunday. He has

recounted, in an interview with J. R. Hildebrand, one of the

most thrilling tales of daring, grit, and nerve known to mod-

ern times. And this is a true story, involving the fate of

nations, and the risk of human lives.

An Official Curfew Law
Is advocated by one Washington official. Others, high in

nublic life, deplore the strenuous social game, as played in

the National Capital. One Cabinet member outlines a social

program that would make Roosevelt look like an apostle of

the quiet life. An intimate story of social life, with side-

lights on the "social lobby," will be told in Sunday's Times.

'The City Beautiful"
This is the height of ambition of those earnest workers

who have allied themselves with the People's Garden Asso-

ciation. Though such a deal my seem impossible of ac-

complishment, practical development of the idea is illus-

trated in The Sunday Times in a story by Mrs. L. V. H. Bien.

Standardizing the Tango.
How New Yoik is standardizing the tango, most per-

sistent of the modern dances, is told in The Sunday Times

by Marguerite Aloocrs Marshall. glides

and steps arc no longer good form. You who would be in-

formed, read what she has to say, and sec the illustrations

by Mr. nd Mrs. Castle, Qucntin Todd, and Mrs. Matthews.

More Washington Beauties!
Pictures arc coming so fast that The Times Beautv

Board again has thrown up its hands. So tomorrow the accu-

mulation of "first choices" will take up a full page. This
will be the most dazzling beauty show yet attempted in

Washington. See whether you recognize any of your friends
among them.

Stories of Children.
Are you acquainted with many children in Washington?

Would you like to be?
Read the story in The Sunday Times, written by Man'

Edna Noycs, and you will feel that you have an intimate
acquaintance with a group of little tots whose parents' names
not only figure prominently in the social columns of the daily
papers, but whose names will doubtless go down into the
history of the country.

What Society Is Doing.
Jean Eliot has written a full page of gossip about society

folks in Washington which will appear in The Sunday After-
noon Times. Do not miss reading it if you would know the
inside of the social doings in the Nation's Capital.

?
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IPRESIDENTREADYTO

AID PLAZA OWNERS

Will Ask Congress to Pass
Measure for Payment of

Uncontested Awards.

President Wilson, it is believed, will
ask members of Confess to support
the Sherman bill, or some similar meas
ure to provide relief for the property-own- er

affected by the President's re-

fusal to approve il.e Union Station
plaza awards. The Sherman bill
authorizes the President to give his
separate approval 10 those awards
about whjch there i3 jid question of ex-

cessive allowances by the condemna-
tion juries. As the evidence thus far
adduced shows that the prices were
exresshe only with regard to the Bal-
timore and Ohio railroad awards, the
imsssge of the bill w.iuld relieve the
uistress of all the omall owners.

."e.t Monday the President will give
a hearing to the committee of prop-fi- t,

owners praying for relief. J. S.
Carmody. chairman of the committee,
will lay before tho Chier Executive a
brief tending to show that under the
law as it now stands, he would naeauthority to approve the smaller
awards separately. In lieu of thePresident's acceptince of this idea
nnd such acceptance is not likely thefonimlttee, will nsk him to urge re- -
iiiruiui legislation upon tongre'-- f

TQLDTOrEARTLAW

BY READING PAPERS

Violator of Traffic Ordinance
Warned by Judge Pugh to

Keep Himself Posted.

"Washington newspapers are a bet-
ter medium of edur.ition than any thing
else. Careful readiu of them will pro-
vide n knowledge that can be gained
through no other channel. They have
everything in them irom a divorce pro-
ceeding to a tango dance It cot5
men .1 lot of nionev ewrj day throunIgnorance of what Is in the papers. Vcrj
ought to siibcribd for one ms xoon as

ou get out of tins -- ourt -- 00111."
This tribute to the value of ;ho press
a given by .ludse .lames I.. Pugh in

Poller Court today .vlien Simon ICell-n- er

wn on trial for lolating a traffic
regulation. !! pleaded gnorance to
the regulation ! aying that he never
read the papers. Ji,dge Pagh 10M him
the trnfl laws were given wide pub-llri- M

and tint e man would pav more
In lines than it cost to subscribe for it
rarer. He tool. Kellner'rt .eraoti.il bind
.after advlr.lng him to sulwrlhe for anewspaper, and thin keep informed on
traffic regulations vid other laws.

FIRE DANGER

TO SCHOOLS

MINIMIZED BY

CHYAROH
Snowden Ashford Declares

Risks at Brent School Are

Nil Reports Show Protec-

tion Afforded.

Fairbrother School Has Ware
house Stored With Inflam-

mable Material Only Fifty

Feet Away.

By J. R. HILDEBRAND.
A clean bill of health for the Dis-

trict schools, so far as any fire risk: ia
concerned, was made today by Snowden
Ashford, municipal architect, in a
statement to Commissioner Harding' at
the Commissioner's request.

In another statement to. Ths. TtaMa
representative, ilr. Ashford d tared
the danger of loss of life at the Brent
School, where Supervising- - Principal A.
G. Kimball, complained frame buildings
were only ten feet removed from th
building, was practically nil. He agreed
with Dr. Kimball In asserting- - thtr
was a slight risk of damage to Dis-

trict property.
"It would take at least ten minutes

for a fire to gain any headway even
in the frame buildings." said Mr.
Ashford. "And In that time th
building; could be emptied."

BirreU Ia 014 Wartkamw.
- It vraw admitted that" condition
atalaai" Hfljosjit4b"' Brent: prevail
at the Bradley School, and In a lesser
degree af the fairbrother School.
Acrosc an alley from the former
building- - there are frame dwelling
houses. Less than fifty feet from the
new- - Fairbrother building--, at Tepth
and G streets southwest, there Is a.
large frame building used as a ware-
house. In It old barrels and other In-

flammable material is stored.
The report submitted to Commissioner

Harding was the outgrowth of a. re
quest made by F. A. Fenning. chair-
man of the Board of Trade committee
on public schools, for exact Information
concerning the fire risk In the city's
school buildings.

The municipal architect goes Into the
fire protection matter In detail, begin-
ning with the report, submitted in J9n$
of a committee, composed of three ar-
chitects and two builders, named to in-
vestigate the Arc danjer and to make
recommendations to Increase the safety
of the buildings.

This committee reported that "many
of the older buildings were not built
fireproof over 'the furnaces, but during
the past year most of them have been
fire examined or fire protected. An ex-
amination of the staircases in District
school buildings shows that general
they are of ample size."

Recommendations Followed.
This committee made recommen-

dations for improvements to decrease
the chances of accident in caso of Are
and the report states "their recom-
mendations have been, followed."

Mr. Ashford then quotes the report
of the superintendent of repairs for
1911, as follow?:

"ijince the Collir.wowl lire, appropria-
tions hae been antic as follows: For
replacing wooden stairwaya in brick ,
buildings. W,000 in 19CJ: replacing wood-
en stairways in "Jiiek bulldingb with
those of fireproof construction, re-
moval of old and unsn'table fire ladders
and tire escapes, and repair wark to
secure protection ag?.lnst fire in ex-
isting school buildings owned. J60,iX
in 1910. or so much thereof a3 may be
necessarj. to b Immediately avail-
able for 'repairs and improvements to
school buildings and grounds. provid-
ing additional tire such as
fire proof heating arpar.itus. fireproof- -
ins iviriuur?. aikvra'iuus id jieac anu

! ent flues, and construction of fire
proof storage for fuel and ashes, and
the purchase and erection of fire ex-
tinguishers and Are alarms. 7,500 in
1911.

"For protection the purchase and
erection of Are extinguishers and Are
alarms. $37,300. in 19U, or a total ofJlS0(i for protection against Are."

What Has Been Done.
It. accordance with the provisions of

the appropriation acts. Mr. Ashford
states he ha-- , put iron stairways In
sfcut forty buildings, constructed about
fortj-on- e asn and fuel vaults, changed
twent-l- x exit door3 and opened
twentj-eis- ht new doors, has put flre-ptu- of

material on twenty-nin- e ceilings
over heating apparatus and installed
l:., fire gongs and 430 fire extinguishers.

Mr. Ashford also quotes from thereport of the superintendent of re-
pairs for 1912:

"Appropriaticn.f aggregating J1S3.CC"
Ii:io been made by Congress for thpurpose of providing fire protection
sil.oul buildings. This amount has been
c.xpended In replacing wooden stalr-vp- ys

with those of fireproof construc-
tion, the icinoval of old and unsuitable
fire ladders anil fire escapes. Improv-
ing exits, rireprooflng heating appa-
ratus. alter.U'ons to htat and vent
fltej-- . fireproofing corridors, construc-t'o- n

of fireproof storage for fuel and
asl.es. and the purchase and erection
of fire extinguishes and fire alarms.

"At present practically all of the
work of this churactor has been accom-
plished, the exception being the fire-- pi

eof.ng of tn second-floo- r corridors in
several of the schools, and I consider
the schools buildings of th's city in a
?.8l reiiaitlon If properly used and
c. red for."

lie then last year's report, which
says '

--The appropriation of JCo.noO for flr
protection has been expended In Improv- -
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